Bealtaine na Maighdine

Words by Caoimhin O Cinneide
Music by Shaun Davey




Programme note by the composer

Bealtaine na Maighdine, 'Our Lady's May'; words by Caomhin 6 Cinneide,

music by Shaun Davey. This lyrical song in gentle waltz time was composed as
part of the repertoire of the West Kerry band Béal Tuinne. The words - in Irish -
are from a poem by Caomhin 6 Cinneide, in which Spring flowers, newborn
lambs, seeds planted in the early sunshine and the songs of the cuckoo and thrush
evoke a picture of the month of May. In local Christian tradition, the month of
May (Bealtaine) is associated with Mary, mother of Jesus.

Shaun Davey
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