
in a setting for wind band

Air from County Derry



Dom sheanchomhghleacaithe go léir agus dom cháirde i láthair

i Scoil Cheoil Fhorsaí Cosanta na hÉireann.

(To all my colleagues of the past and to present friends

in the Irish Defence Forces School of Music)

∂

                                                  PROGRAMME NOTE

 

A striking aspect of the history of this melody is the considerable number of  instances of words being fitted to

it. This is not the place to examine the motivation or the success of these efforts, but it should at least be

admitted, in fairness, that in more than one case the words combine with the music to such moving effect that

there is good reason for us, and for singers especially, to be grateful to the various authors.

On the other hand, it needs to be acknowledged that the existence of several word settings should not be seen as

evidence of any insufficiency in the melody itself; there is no question of the music needing words. On the

contrary, this abundance of word settings surely demonstrates the perenially attractive powers of the venerable

‘air,’ with its distinctive and absorbing characteristics.

It is to a background of such thoughts as the above that I here make my humble offering of this now revised

setting. In keeping with the music's ancient instrumental origins, it opens as though waking from a long, deep

slumber. In the freshness of a new dawn, an ageless ‘song-without-words’ revives...

                                                                                                                                   F. O’Callaghan, August 2016
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